
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 



I6« 

The sacred do of marriage h^As but a sleudcr hold un the 
Arabs, and may be dissolved on slight occasions at the 
pleasure of the husband. This facility of separatioi^ re- 
laxes morality, though it reflects no dishonour on the wo- 
man or her family. She may be repudiated three or four 
times, and yet free from any stain or imputation on her 
character. It is not uncommon for a Bedouin before at- 
taining the a?e of forty or forty-five to have had fifty 
■wives. If the woman depart of her own accord she re- 
ceives nothing, and even forfeits the unpaid portion of 
her dowry ; but if she is turned away without any valid 
reason or proof of misconduct, she is entitled to a small 
sum of money, a camel, a goat, a copper boiler, and hand 
mill, with some other articles of kitchen furniture. This 
operates as a check upon the evil, and makes the customs 
in some degree conect the laws. The form consists of 
twovioris," Enltaleka.'" (Thou art divorced): when 
once pronounced it cannot be revoked ; but it does not 
prevent the man from again marrying the same person, 
though she may in the interval have had several other hus- 
bands. Many instances occur of conjugal fidelity ; and a 
Bedouin has been known in a fit of distraction to commit 
suicide on seeing his wife give her hand to a second bride- 
groom. 

It is a received custom in every part of the desert, that 
a woman may entertain strangers in the absence of her 
husband j when this is not permitted, some male ri;!;ition 
does the honours of the table. In certain parts of Nejed, 
a guest is welcomed by pouring on his head a cup of 
melted buttftr. Among the Azir tribes a practice exists 
not very consistent with our ideas of female honovir ; when 
a stranger arrives, he is required to be the companion of 
his hostess for the night, whatever be her age or condi- 
tion J and it depends upon his rendering himself agreea- 
lile, whelViet lie is to be honourably treated or dismissed 
With disgrace. This custom the Waliabees abolished ; 
hut on a representation being made by the tribe to Abde- 
lazeez, of the misfortunes that had befallen them for hav- 
ing abandoned the good old practice of their forefathers, 
permissioa was granted to honour their gpuests as before. 

ROBBEBS. 

The Bedouins have reduced robbery to a science, and 
digested its various branches into a complete and regular 
system. In distant excursions every horseman chooses a 
companion (mmmal), and both are mounted on a young 
and strong camel, carrying a provision of food and water, 
that the mare may be fresh and vigorous at the moment 
of attack. If the expedition is to be on foot, each of the 
party takes a small stock of flour, salt, and water. They 
clothe themselves in rags, to make their ransom easier if 
they should be taken. In this guise they approach the 
devoted camp under cloud of night, and when all are fast 
asleep. One of them endeavours fo irritate the watch- 
dogs ; when they attack him he flies and artfully draws 
them off, leaving the premises unprotected. The harami 
then cuts the cords that fasten the legs of the camels, 
when they instantly rise from their kneeling posture, and 
wJk away, a« all unloaded camels do, without the least 
noise. To quicken their pace the tails of the foremost or 
strongest ate twisted, and the rest follow at the same trot. 
The third actor in the robbery keeps watch at the tent- 
door mth a heavy bludgeon, to knocK down such of the 
inmates as may venture to interfere. In this manner fifty 
camels are often stolen, and driven by forced marches to a 
safe distance during the night. An extra share of the 
prey is always allowed to these three principal adven- 
turers. 

It frequently happens that the robbers are surrounded 
and seized ; and the mode of treating their prisoners 
affords a curious illustration of the influence which custom, 
handed down through many generations, still exercises 
over the minds of these fierce barbarians. It is an estab- 
lished usage in the desert, that if any person who is in 
actual danger from another, can touch a third person, or 
any inanimate thing which he has in his hands, or with 
which he is in contact ; or if lie van to'.icli him by spit- 
ting, or throwing a stone at hha, and at the same time ex- 
claim "I am thy protected 1" the individual is bound to 
grant him the protection he demands. This law or point 
of honour is called the da/c/teil ; and however absurd or 
capricious, it seems naturally to arise out of the scenes of 
yjolence, the foiocity of which it is calculated to soften. 
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Miss Brown is exceedingly fair, 

Miss While is as red as a berry. 
Miss Black has a grey head of hair. 

Miss Graves is a flirt ever merry; 
Miss Lipbtbody weighs sixteen stone, 

Miss Rich scarce can nuister a guinea. 
Miss Hare wears n wig and has none, 

And Miss Solomon is a sad ninny ! 

Miss Mlldmay's a terrible scold, 

Miss Dove's ever cross and contrary; 
Miss Young is now grown very old. 

And Miss Heaviside's light as a fairy ! 
Miss Short is at least five feet ten. 

Miss Nobln's of humble extraction; 
Miss Love lias a hatred towards men, • 

While Miss Still is for ever in action. 

Miss Green is a regular blue. 

Miss Scarlet looks pale as a lily ; 
Miss Violet ne'er shrinks from our view. 

And Miss Wiseman thinks all the men silly ! 
Miss Goodchiid's a naughty young elf, 

Miss Lyon's from terror a fool. 
Miss Mce's not at all like rm/self. 

Miss Carpenter no one can rule ! 

Miss Sadler ne'er mounted a horse. 

While Miss Groom from the stable will run j 
Miss Kilmore can't look on a corsp. 

And Miss Aimwell ne'er levelled a gun ;' 
Miss Greathead has no brains at all. 

Miss Heart well is ever complaining, 
Miss Dance ne'er has been at a ball. 

Over hearts Miss Fairweather likes relgiang ! 

Miss Wright she is constantly wrong. 

Miss Tickell, alas ! is not funny ; 
Miss Singer ne'er warBled a song. 

And alas ! poor Miss Cash has no money; 
Miss Bateman would give nil she's worth 

To purchase a man to her liking. 
Miss Merry is shock'd at all mirlh, 

Miss Boxer the men don't find striking! 

Miss Bliss, does with sorrow o'crflow. 

Miss Hope in despair seeks the tomb; 
Miss Joy still anticipates woe. 

And Miss Charity's never " at home !'' 
Miss Hamlet resides in a city. 

The nerves of Miss Standfast are shaken ; 
Miss Pretiman's bef " 's not pretty. 

Miss Faithful her 7e has forsaken ! 

Miss Porter despises all froth, 

Miss Scales they'll make umt I am thinking 
Miss Meekly is apt to be wroth, 

Miss Lofty to meanness is sinking ; 
Miss Seymore's as blind as a bat, 

Miss Last at a party is first ; 
Miss Brindle dislikes a striped eat, 

And Miss Waters has always a thirst l 

Miss Knight is now changed into Day. 

Miss Day wants to marry a Knight, 
Miss Prudence has just run away. 

And Miss Steady assisted her flieht; 
But success to the fair — one and all ! 

No mis- apprehensions be making : — 
Though wrong the dear sex to viit-caU, 
There'snoharm,Ishould hope,inMTBS taxiviv. 



DUBLIN : 

Printed anJ TubHshed by P. n. Hmiiiv, 3, Cecilia Street 
communications are to be addressed. 
Sold by all Booksellers in Ireland, 
In London, by Richard Groombridge, 6, Panyer-alley, 



tovhoin »" 



P«terro»ter.ro»i 
in ManchestVr, by Ambcry J i» 



in Liverpool, by Willmcrand Smith ^ ... »»o...... »..,.., -<---■ — ,- ,., 

Birmingham, by Drake ; in Nottingham, by Wright ; in Edlnlni»gi>r '» 
R, Ciront «n* Son ; in Glasggw, by J. Kiren, Jmi. 



